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This is a unique testimonial offered on a unique occasion to a man of eminent position and ability. 
On the 2d of June, 1903, Adolf Hilgenfeld, the well-known editor of the Zeitschrift für wissenschaftliche 
Theologie celebrated his eightieth birthday. The members of the Theological Seminar prepared a list 
of all his publications from the year 1846 up to date and offered it to the venerable theologian as a 
birthday remembrance. This list was republished in a supplemented form and offered by the son, Dr. 
Heinrich Hilgenfeld, likewise Professor in the same University of Jena, to his father on the occasion 
of the sixtieth anniversary of the latter’s promotion to the doctorate of philosophy at the University 
of Halle, May 25, 1846. It is truly a remarkable list. Of all these sixty years there is not one in which 
articles and books, sometimes of lasting value and epoch-making importance, did not issue from 
his pen. The titles of them cover no less than 49 closely-printed pages. Dr. Hilgenfeld’s first activity 
dates from the time when the old Tübingen School was at the acme of its prestige and influence. To 
some of its positions (e.g., the priority of Matthew to Mark) he remained faithful to the end. Even 
when eighty years old and more he used with unabated vigor to follow and criticize from his own 
standpoint all recent developments in New Testament science. His productivity until the very last 
was unparalleled, hardly an installment of his Zeitschrift appearing without an extended article from 
his hand. The interest attaching to the present pamphlet is increased by the recent death of the 
man whom it honors. He survived his eightieth birthday more than three years and was so active till 
the very last that the list offered him on the sixtieth anniversary of his doctorate will undoubtedly 
require once more to be supplemented. The pamphlet contains a good engraving of Hilgenfeld. It is 
valuable as a piece of bibliography to every writer in the field of New Testament science.


